
Recycled Fun Fair
Invite your whole community to contribute and participate in a day  
of designing, inventing, and playing with repurposed materials. 

Construction Zone
Teams work together to create buildings or sculptures
from recycled materials. Choose a theme: tallest 
building or famous landmarks (pyramids, Stonehenge,
Eiffel Tower, Statue of Liberty, Leaning Tower of Pisa, 
Space Needle). Collect Styrofoam, cardboard sheets and 
boxes, plastic bottles and containers, cans, and more. Provide 
scissors, tape and rubber bands. Enlist parents to help with glue guns.

A-MAZE-ing Tunnels and Paths
Kids make and explore an ever-expanding labyrinth from large,  
interlocking cardboard boxes and slotted sheets of cardboard. 

MORE IDEAS
Block City
Make a list of the many kinds of buildings in your neighborhood. Recreate 
your surroundings in blocks. Use colored construction paper and paint to 
create green areas and streets.

Paper Pyramid
Roll newspaper and secure with tape. Create pyramid structures as 
shown. Join individual pyramids to create a larger pyramid. 
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Mud Pie Play Dough
Feels and looks like mud!

Materials
1 cup flour
1/2 cup salt
2 tbs oil
1/2 cup hot water
1/2 cup coffee grounds
Optional: glycerin

Instructions
1. Mix together flour and coffee grounds
2. Add oil and salt. Stir until combined 
3. Add water gradually until desired consistency
4. If dough is too oily, add more flour and knead
5. Add the glycerin and stir together
6. Store in a plastic bag

This play dough is not edible.

Play Dough
Soft and squishy; lasts for months!

Materials
2 cups all-purpose flour 
3/4 cup salt
4 tsp cream of tartar 

2 cups lukewarm water 
2 Tbsp vegetable oil (or coconut oil)
Optional: food coloring

Instructions
1. Stir together the flour, salt, and cream 

of tartar in a large pot. Next add the 
water and oil. If you’re only making 
one color, stir in the the color now.*

2. Cook over medium-heat, stirring 
constantly. Continue stirring until the 
dough has thickened and begins to 
form into a ball. Remove from heat 
and then place inside a bowl, gallon 
sized bag or onto wax paper. 

3. Allow to cool. Knead the dough until 
smooth. If you’re adding colors after, 
divide the dough into the number of 
colors you want, and place the balls 
into quart-sized bags. Add five drops 
of color, more to brighten. To avoid 
staining hands, knead the dough 
while inside the bag 

4. Store the play dough inside the bags 
to keep soft. If stored properly it will 
keep soft for up to 3 months.

*To mix a brown mud-like color, experiment mixing together drops of red, yellow, and blue 

Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building by Christy Hale • Lee & Low Books •  ISBN 978-1-60060-651-9 

Dream something up with mud pies!



lesson excerpt from
Collaborative Art & Writing Projects for 
Young Learners: 15 Delightful Projects 
That Build Early Reading and Writing 
Skills-and Connect to the Topics You Teach 
by Christy Hale  
(Scholastic Teaching Resources, 2006)

Neighborhood Walk
Build a neighborhood in your  
classroom with this collaborative  
panel collage. The diverse buildings,  
people, and activities portrayed  
will inspire young writers to rich  
explorations of point of view.

Materials  
______

• tagboard (cut into pieces 9, 15, and
    18  inches high by 12 inches wide)

• ruler

• construction paper, corrugated
 bordette, foil, and other 
 decorative papers

• cardboard scraps

• fabric trim (rickrack, lace, braid, 
    yarn)

• craft sticks

• craft foam

• cellophane (assorted colors)

• magazines, catalogs, and newspapers
    (with pictures of people, trees, 
    buildings, transportation vehicles, 
    signs, textures, and more)

• scissors

• tempera paints

• paint containers (paper plates,
 bowls, or styrofoam trays)

• paintbrushes

• markers

• pencils

• glue

——————————

Getting Started 
1. Launch a study of the neighborhood  

by giving children clipboards, paper, 
and pencils and taking your class on a  
neighborhood walk. Encourage children  
to draw sketches and take notes about 
the kinds of buildings they see. 

2. Back in the classroom, ask children to 
name some of the places they saw—for 
example, a grocery school, post office, 
bank, and library. Encourage them 
to share their sketches and describe 
how the places are different from one 
another and ways they might be alike. 
To help children learn more about 
ways people use the different buildings  
they observed, share some of the 
resources suggested in Book Links, right.

3. If possible, share Romare Bearden’s 
work The Block, a tribute to his old 
neighborhood, Harlem. Invite  
children to describe the details they 
see in his artwork. How did the artist 
create this work? Discuss his collage  
technique and the materials he might 
have used. Then tell children that 
they are going to create a collage of a 
block in their neighborhood.

Book Links
The Block by Langston Hughes (Viking/
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1995) Poems 
by Langston Hughes are paired with Romare 
Bearden’s impressive collage tribute to Harlem.

Cassi’s Word Quilt by Faith Ringgold 
(Knopf, 2002) A young African-American girl 
takes early readers on a tour of her 1930s 
Harlem home, school, and neighborhood.

One Afternoon by Yumi Heo (Orchard 
Books, 1994) Minho, a Korean-American 
boy, joins his mother on her daily errands. 
Together, they encounter the many sights and 
sounds of life in New York City.

On the Town: A Community Adventure  
by Judith Caseley (Greenwillow, 2002)  
As Charlie and his mother explore their  
community, Charlie’s lively notebook entries 
“illustrate” their adventure.

A Street Called Home by Aminah Brenda 
Lynn Robinson (Harcourt, 1997) Children 
will want to stretch out this accordion-fold 
book and immerse themselves in the stunning 
streetscape, where they’ll meet the sock man, 
the medicine man, the chickenfoot woman, 
and other people in this busy 1940s  
community. 

Uptown by Bryan Collier (Henry Holt, 
2000) A young boy takes readers on a tour 
that celebrates his vibrant Harlem community. 
Richly illustrated in watercolor and collage.
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Writing Connection: 
Exploring Point of View
Ask each child to describe his or her
building and the reasons people go to 
each place. Tell children to use the first-
person (“I”) voice and write a brief story 
from the point of view of their building 
or a character in their panel. Have them 
work on separate paper, and then copy 
and glue a finished, revised story to the 
bottom section of the panel.

•	 “What size is your building?  
Is it tall? Short?”

•	 “What shape roof does it have?”
•	 “Does it have windows and doors?  

If so, how many?” (Children can  
make windows and doors by  
cutting flaps in the tagboard,  

folding them back, 
and then gluing 
photos or drawings 
of interior scenes 
to the back of the 
panel. The doors and 
windows can then be 
closed and opened to 

reveal what’s going on inside.)
•	 “Does your building have a sign? If so, 

what does the sign say?”

5. Invite children to add transportation 
vehicles, trees, traffic signals, people, 
and other details on the street  
below their building.

Building Panels
1.  Precut tagboard panels in three
    different heights (to create an  

interesting roofline) but in a uniform 
width (to allow accordion assembling). 

2. Rule off four inches along the bottom  
of each panel. This portion will be 
reserved for children’s writings about 
their buildings, and will also function  
as the street. 

3. Divide the class into small groups. 
Provide each group with assorted 
papers, cardboard scraps, fabric trim, 
craft sticks, craft foam, colored  
cellophane, magazines, catalogs, and 
newspapers, scissors, tempera paints 
in containers, paintbrushes, markers, 
pencils, and glue. Also give each  
child a tagboard panel.

4. Ask each child to choose a building in 
the neighborhood to create. Children 
can then work on a single panel—
drawing, painting, and combining  
collage elements and magazine and 
newspaper pictures to portray their 
building. Encourage children to think 
about what makes their building 
unique by asking questions:

To Assemble
1. Assemble the neighborhood by  

turning the building panels facedown, 
aligning them side by side, and then 
hinging them together with tape. 
Instant neighborhood!

2. Display your neighborhood collage on 
a bulletin board or tabletop and let 
children lead tours, introducing the 
many voices of the neighborhood.

I am the school building.  
My halls are crazy crowded 
one minute. When everyone 
goes in a different door, 
my halls are silent. I have 
friends during the day, but  
I am lonely at night.
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DREAM DECK BUILDING CARDS—Photocopy on cardstock. Draw your dreams, cut, and interlock at side slots. Watch your dreams grow tall!  © Christy Hale
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